Procedure
Show students an illustration and read the accompanying model poem. Then, using a different illustration, have students brainstorm for rhyming words and try to create a poem. Following this, have students compare their poem with the model poem for the illustration. At this point students can be engaged in choral reading with emphasis on correct pronunciation, stress and intonation. In the case of elementary school children who have not yet begun to read in English, the lines can be taught orally using the illustrations to indicate the sequence of rhyming words. Students can create their own poems for an illustration as a group, in pairs, or individually.
As an alternative to the above procedure, have students write poems without the aid of a visual stimulus, then illustrate them. The drawings and poems can be displayed in the classroom. The teacher can also make copies of the better ones to share with other classes.
Following are some examples of poems written by teachers for use with Cree children learning English (see Figure I for illustrations). They were collected during a methodology course which I gave at the James Bay Eeyou School in Chisasibi, Quebec. 
